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Dear GCHS students and families, 

We hope this letter finds you well. First, we want to make you aware of the positive adjustments our students have made 

during our remote learning days. Overall, students are engaged and adhering to the expectations for remote learning. This 

has been a significant adjustment and we are very proud of our students’ ability to adapt during these challenging times. 

Secondly, we want to update you on the protocol and rationale for connecting to teachers’ Google Meets and Google 

Classrooms for absences less than three consecutive days.  

As a reminder, in the case of absences related to COVID-19 such as quarantine and illness and/or other approved absences 

that extend beyond three school days, the student is placed on an approved extended absence list that is updated daily and 

distributed to the teachers. Students on the extended absence list may access their teachers’ Google Meet application to 

attend their respective courses remotely. Students that have pre-approved educational travel or have a documented 

medical condition that has been reviewed by the school nurse, Mrs. Ann Lanshcak, may access their teachers’ Google 

Meet for absences less than three consecutive days. 

It is our intent to give our best effort in providing our students the highest quality of continuity of education through a 

nimble and well-articulated platform. With that being said, students and/or parents that request to join teachers’ Google 

Meet that have not been placed on the extended absence list or that have not been pre-approved will be asked to access the 

teachers’ Google Classrooms for assignments and course work rather than being permitted to access the teachers’ Google 

Meet. 

Parents are permitted to excuse their child up to ten school days before having to provide a doctor’s excuse.  We honor 

and respect each parents’ right to keep their child home from school within this guideline; however, requests by students 

and families to access remote learning without being on the extended absence list or being pre-approved creates an added 

layer of challenges for staff and students that are present at school. In addition, we do not want to perpetuate a culture that 

diminishes in-person learning.  

Please know, we appreciate and value your patience as we navigate and build systems to support our students for the 

blend of in-person and remote learning. 

Sincerely, 
 

Dr. Brendan C. Smith     Mrs. Jennifer Nemet 

Brendan C. Smith, D.Ed.     Jennifer Nemet 
Interim Principal              Assistant Principal 

 


